News Notes 


of the Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 


Polaris CO indicted third time 





Serving two sentences now > 





William Henry, 28-year-old pacifist from Lodi, Wisconsin, 
was indicted for a third time on April 4, charged with 
violation of a Coast Guard order closing certain portions 
of New London, Connecticut harbor to all persons and 
vessels on November 22, 1960 during the launching of 
the USS Ethan Allen, a polaris missile submarine. Seven 
other defendants were re-indicted at the same time by the 
federal grand jury in New Haven, Connecticut. The 
maximum penalty for violation of the Coast Guard order 
is 10 years and a fine of up to $10,000. 


Henry has been confined in the Federal Correctional 
Institution at Danbury since late February when he was 
sentenced to one-year imprisonment for unauthorized 
boarding of the USS Ethan Allen on November 22. 
Federal District Judge Robert P. Anderson sentenced 
William Henry a few days later to a second one-year 
prison term on a similar charge—boarding the nuclear 
submarine George Washington on January 28. The two 
sentences run concurrently. 


In sentencing William Henry, Judge Anderson termed 
Henry’s actions in protest of preparations for nuclear 
war as “childish behavior.” Each time after passing 
sentence the court offered freedom to Henry if he would 


promise to refrain from further protest actions in the 
future. 


Beverly Kanegson, Henry’s fiancee, has visited Henry 
and reports that he is refusing cooperation with prison 
authorities. He has refused permission to the prison to 
censor his mail so he is not allowed to receive nor send 
any letters. He has réfused regular work assignment and 
plans to fast if placed in solitary confinement. His only 
contact with the outside is through authorized visits from 
his fiancee and the clergy. 


When Henry first arrived at Danbury, he refused to co- 
operate with the customary search, fingerprinting and 
picture-taking with his prison number, all acts which he 
regards as the most degrading aspects of the prison sys- 
tem. He was taken to the hole, stripped naked, and again 
asked to cooperate with the search. He stated that he 
was not concealing anything on his body but that he 
would not cooperate with authorities, nor would he resist 
them. Three guards struck him with the palms of their 
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hands, forcing his mouth open and causing his nose to 
bleed. He was stepped on several times. 


Henry was a member of the Naval Reserve several years 
ago before he became a conscientious objector to war. 
Later he refused civilian work under the draft law and 
was sentenced to two years imprisonment in 1957 at 
Springfield, Missouri. 





Muste loses tax case 





The United States Tax court ruled in March that the 
First Amendment to the Constitution which assures re- 
ligious freedom does not give the conscientious objector 
immunity from paying taxes which are to be used in 
part for war or preparation for war. Judge Craig S. 
Atkins handed down the court’s decision in the case of 
A. J. Muste who earlier had brought a civil suit against 
the Internal Revenue to establish a legal right to his 
position. 


A. J. Muste, well-known pacifist leader in the U. S. and 
co-chairman of CCCO, has refused to pay federal income 
taxes or file tax returns for several years. Each time Muste 
informed the Internal Revenue Service in writing that 
he did not intend to file a return or pay any tax and 
stated his conscientious reasons. In 1950 he stated that 
“I am impelled to take the course which I am following 
by my Christian convictions, by conscience, and by my 
love for my country.” Another time he wrote, “Pacifists 
recognize that to be consistent they must refuse to be 
conscripted for military service or training. I have come 
as the result of long reflection and prayer to the convic- 
tion that I, at least, am in conscience bound in the 
present period, under the conditions above set forth to 
challenge the right of the government to tax me for wag- 
ing war...” 


The court, in ruling against Muste, stated that “a taxing 
statute is not contrary to the provisions of the First 
Amendment unless it directly restricts the free exercise 
by an individual of his religion. We think it clear that 
within the intendment of the First Amendment, the In- 
ternal Revenue Code, in imposing the income tax and 
requiring the filing of returns and the payment of the 
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tax, is not to be considered as restricting an individual’s 
free exercise of his religion.” 


Judge Aiken also refused to accept Muste’s contention 
that he cannot be compelled to file returns or pay taxes 
for war purposes “by virtue of the Nurnberg Principles 
of International Law” which would make him as an in- 
dividual liable for a violation of international law. The 
court held that “there is no principle of international 
law which operates to relieve citizens from their tax 
obligation and liabilities under the laws of their country 
or which imposes upon them individual responsibility 
for the use made of tax revenue.” 


The court did reject the issue of fraud raised by the tax 
bureau and asserted there was no question as to the 
sincerity of A. J. Muste. 





Glover conviction reversed 





The United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Cir- 
cuit has reversed the conviction of Gayle Norman Glover 
of Vilonia, Arkansas, on a charge of refusing to submit 
to induction into the armed forces. Glover, a member of 
the Radio Church of God, was denied classification as a 
conscientious objector and sentenced in February, 1960 
to four years imprisonment. U. S. District Judge J. Smith 
Henley held that Glover’s failure to appeal from the 
fifth classification of 1-A constituted failure to exhaust 
his administrative remedies and defendant had no basis 
for a judicial review. (See NEWS NOTES, Jan.-Feb.. 
1960). 


In reversing judgment the three-judge panel ruled that 
while adhering to the general rule as to the necessity for 
exhaustion of administrative remedies in order to obtain 
a judicial review, “such general rule is not absolute, in- 
flexible, and without exception, but that it is to be relaxed 
only under extremely exceptional and unusual circum- 
stances.” 


The court found that the fifth notice of 1-A classification 
sent to Glover was an exact duplicate, except as to date, 
of former notices from which he had previously unsuc- 
cessfully appealed. After each previous 1-A classification 
Glover had made a written reiteration to the local board 
of his claim for exemption on grounds of his religious 
beliefs in opposition to war. 


The court ruled, therefore, that the draft board in clas- 
sifying Glover 1-A for a fifth time was obligated to advise 
him as to the reason for the fifth classification notice, 
and that its failure to do so was “arbitary, unfair, and 
tantamount to witholding of vital and essential informa- 
tion to which he was entitled as a basis for the exercise 
of his rights.” In the absence of such explanation he 
court agreed that any reasonable person might well as- 
sume that nothing further was required or could be done, 
and that another appeal would be “meaningless, repeti- 
tious, fruitless, and vain.” 





Absolutist gets three years 





Stanley Lucian Rhodes, 25, of Los Angeles, was sentenced 
in January to three years imprisonment by the U. S. 
District Court of that city when found guilty of refusal 
to accept induction into the military forces. 


Rhodes earlier told CCCO that had he been drafted when 
he registered he would have accepted military duty. But 
in the intervening years after reading Thoreau, Gandhi 
and other great writers, he took the absolutist position 
and refused to report for a pre-induction physical exami- 
nation. Later he refused induction and was indicted. 


In taking a stand against the draft, Rhodes stated that no 
individual or group had any rightful authority to decide 
for him who his enemies shall be. He also stated that “No 
human or group of humans have any rightful authority 
to force me, by threat of death, slavery, or imprisonment, 
into a military form of life.” 


Rhodes earlier rejected CO alternative service as a form 
of forced labor. “I believe true service to a nation, or in 
a broader sense, to humanity comes from an inward de- 
sire, and not an outward force. Forced doing good is a 
disservice to both the doer and the receiver of that 
service. To compel a young man by threat of imprison- 
ment, into a choice of either joining the service or spend- 
ing an equal amount of time in work of 1.ational import- 
ance is to strangle the very root of cooperation among 
people.” He wrote that he would try to live his life quietly 
and let the years tell whether I have anything really 
worthwhile to offer humanity . . .” 





Army discharges Ohio CO 





Gordon Stahl, a conscientious objector from North Can- 
ton, Ohio was discharged from the Army last February 
on grounds of physical disability after many months of 
effort seeking discharge on grounds of conscientious 
objection. 


Stahl volunteered for military duty last fall and was 
ordered to Fort Knox, Kentucky for basic training. Short- 
ly after arriving, Gordon Stahl realized that he should 
never have volunteered for military duty. He refused to 
drill with firearms. He was threatened with disciplinary 
action and possible courtmartial. Stahl asked for non- 
combatant assignment and transfer to Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, for training as an Army medical service man. 
However, before his transfer came through he applied 
for discharge as a conscientious objector. His application 
was denied by the Adjutant General in Washington. 


When he arrived at Fort Sam Houston he immediately 
informed authorities of his CO position. The first day on 
the post he refused an order and was held for court- 


martial. He again made application for discharge as a 
conscientious objector. Finally he was ordered to the 
Army hospital for examination and was held there for 
several weeks. Medical authorities finally recommended 
that Stahl be discharged on grounds of physical disability. 
Gordon has returned to his home in Ohio and expects to 
return to college. 





Briefly noted 





CCCO was advised by National Selective Service on 
March 23, 1961 that COs classified I-O and ready for 
assignment to civilian work are not entitled to a final pre- 
induction physical examination within the 12 month peri- 
od preceding the issuance of the civilian work order. This 
new interpretation reverses National Selective Services 
earlier statement to CCCO reported in NEWS NOTES 
for January-February, 1961. 





Jerry M. Wheeler, 29, a member of the San Francisco- 
to-Moscow Walk for Peace was sentenced February 
3, 1961 to six months imprisonment by Federal District 
Judge Walsh in Tucson, Arizona when found quilty of 
walking into the nearby Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
in a civil disobedience demonstration against continued 
armaments. 


In sentencing Jerry Wheeler Judge Walsh stated, “I 
suspect somewhat that you are more interested in your 
own ego and your own self-aggrandizement than you 
are in causes. I think you desire, you love the publicity 
and I can see nothing to do except impose penalty, if 
you insist on violating the law.” Wheeler, an army veteran 
from Berkeley, California, was arrested last year for 
committing civil disobedience at the Radiation Labora- 
tory at Livermore, California. 





The Defense Department has asked Selective Service to 
draft 250 physicians for active duty with the Air Force 
beginning July, 1961. This is the first special draft call 
for doctors since 1957. 





Two conscientious objectors recently were naturalized as 
citizens of the United States. Fred Stupel, 44, Jamaica, 
Long Island, New York, was granted citizenship by U. S. 
District Judge Reyling in New York City in February. 
Carl D. Fransham, who is doing civilian CO work at the 
Methodist Home for Children in Williamsville. New York 
was naturalized on March 4. 





Robert Boland Brooks, Seattle, has lost his legal battle 
to secure admission to the Washington State Bar. 
The U. S. Supreme Court in February refused to review 
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the decision of the Washington State Supreme Court 
upholding the state bar association’s denial to Brooks of 
the right to take the state bar examination. The Board of 
Governors of the state bar association held that Brooks 
was not a man of good moral character because of his 
conviction during World War II for refusing to accept 
civilian work. (See NEWS NOTES, December. 1960). 


The Social Order Committee of the Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends has an open- 
ing for a Weekend Workcamp Organizer and Leader 
beginning September 15. The job requires sufficient 
leadership potential to lead weekend workcamps: concern 
for the economic and social problems of the day: and 
respect for related Quaker testimonies. Beginning month- 
ly salary, $200, and up. May be offered by a CO in ful- 
fillment of civilian draft duty. For further information 
write to David S. Richie, 1515 Cherry St., Philadelphia 
2. Pennsylvania. 


NEWS NOTES readers interested in reading George 
Willoughby’s brief mimeographed report of his trip to 
India and Japan may secure a copy by requesting one 


from CCCO. 





Deferments for peace corps 





National Director of Selective Service Lt. General Lewis 
B. Hershey has stated that the draft law is flexible enough 
“to provide deferment for members of the Peace Corps 
without amendment of any kind.” In a lead article 
published in the April SSS bulletin, Selective Service, 
General Hershey stated that the operation of the Peace 
Corps is in the national interest and draft boards already 
have power to defer registrants in the national health. 
safety, or interest. 


He stated in the same article that draft deferment to 
enable a registrant to participate in the Peace Corps 
“will not prevent him from qualifying for further defer- 
ment, the same as any other registrant who is engaged 
in activities vital to the national health, safety, or in- 
terest.” 


CCCO does not know whether a conscientious objector 
with a 1-O classification can perform civilian work with 
the Peace Corps. Under the draft law such work would 
not be an exemption from the draft, but an appropriate 
civilian alternative for those COs opposed to all military 
duty and so recognized by their draft boards. As far 
as is known no Peace Corps official has indicated whether 
COs will be able to receive civilian work credit if assigned 
to the Peace Corps. Until this matter is clarified CCCO 
suggests that any CO interested in serving with the 
Peace Corps should offer such service to his draft board 
in fulfillment of the two years of required civilian CO 
work. 
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The Court Reporter 





Prosecutions 


Sentences 
1-61 Stanley Lucian Rhodes, 3 years, (Los Angeles) 

refusal of induction into the armed forces 

2-3-61 Jerry M. Wheeler, 6 months, (Tucson, Ariz.) 
Judge Walsh, trespassing on missile base 

2-24-61 William Henry, one year, (New Haven, Conn.) 
Judge Robert P. Anderson, unauthorized board- 
ing of nuclear submarine. Sentenced by Judge 
Anderson on 3-10-61 to a second one-year sen- 
tence to run concurrently for unauthorized 
boarding of a second nuclear submarine 


Acquittals 

2-1-61 Jack Haskell Long (Los Angeles) Judge Wil- 
liam Mathes, refusal of induction 

4-4-61 Paul Dean Lane (Portland), refusal of civilian 
work 


Appeals 
1-26-61 Gayle Norman Glover, conviction reversed, 
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals 


Indictments 

4-8-61 Roger Aarons, Peter Friedlander, William 
Henry, Ed Leites, Don Martin, Vic Richman, 
Robert Swann, Dick Zink (New Haven, Conn.). 


unauthorized entry into a restricted area 


Arrests 


Conn.—David Rhoads 


Released from prison 
2-1-61 Hubert Dexine Sprinkle (on parole) 
3-8-61 Robert E. McGrath (good time) 
3-9-61 Don Martin (in custody of father, pending 
trial) 
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3-24-61 Neil Haworth, Hiram C. Holdridge, Larry 
Shumm (good time) 


Currently imprisoned 


Allenwood, Pa.—Levi L. Hershberger, David W. Miller, 
Eli J. Miller, Daniel N. Swartzentruber, 
Benjamin C. Yoder 

Danbury, Conn.—William Henry 

La Tuna, Texas—Jerry M. Wheeler 

Institution not verified—Stanley Lucian Rhodes 

Total number of COs convicted of Selective Service viola- 

tions since 1948 to date, 364. This is a minimum number. 





The early rain 





(By Campbell Long, Brethren Press, Elgin, Ill., 1961, 
246 pp., $3.00) 


Jonathan Graham, World War II prison conscientious 
objector, completes seminary training after the war and 
is sent by his church into a small New England mission 
assignment in a tiny spot called Hawk’s Wood. He soon 
finds himself teaching a handful of neglected children 
and starting a Sunday school for the families in this 
isolated area. Eventually he marries the county welfare 
worker. Finally when he is asked by the families to serve 
as their minister he tells them of his conscientious objec- 
tion to war. The story ends with the community strug- 
gling with the decision to accept or not accept Graham 
as their minister. 


Jonathan Graham may be typical of the many COs who 
came out the historic peace churches in the last war. But 
somehow, he doesn’t seem quite real. He is the kind of 
CO you read about but never find in real life. Leastwise, 
I have never met any quite so perfect as Jonathan 
Graham. 


Special note for pacifists 


Persons who take the pacifist position work together 
in the Fellowship of Reconciliation, the 45-year-old, 
12,000 member organization. For details on purpose, 
program and membership, write: 


Membership Secretary, FOR, Box 271, Nyack, N. Y. 


Room 300, 2006 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


[_] Send me Statement of Purpose with membership 
blank 


[_] Send me a recent issue of Fellowship magazine, 
without charge (Subscription, $3.00 a year; student 
rate, $2.00) 


[-] Send me suggestions on how | may work for peace 


Name_ 





Street 





Form 3547 Requested 


iis 





Forwarding Postage Guaranteed 








